
  

Important Dates 2018:   
 

Tuesday 6 February –   Parent/Teacher Information Evening – 6.30pm 

Friday 9 February -   P&F Sundowner 

Monday 12 February –  P&F Meeting 9.00am 

Tuesday 13 February –   Shrove Tuesday 

Wednesday 14 February –  Ash Wednesday Mass 

Newsletter 02 January 2018 

St Thomas’ Primary 

From the Principals Desk 

 

Dear Parents and Members of our 
School Community 

 

Welcome back for the start of the 2018 school year. 

Welcome to all our new students and their families. We 

hope your time at St Thomas’ will be rewarding and 

enjoyable. A warm welcome to all our new Kindy 

students as well as those students who have joined us in 

other grades: PP—Amaya, Annabelle & Indi; Y2—

Caleb & Harry Y3—Sophie; Y4—Jovi; Y6—Megan. 

We also welcome to our school Mrs. Sharon Seaman 

(Physical Education Teacher) and Miss Gemma Canalini 

(Pre-Primary Teacher). We also welcome back from 

Long Service Leave Mrs. Kate Byrne. 

 

As a staff, we have been looking forward to the 

beginning of another year and I must say that as parents 

you should be very proud of the way your children have 

settled into their new classes. Not only do they look 

smart in their school uniforms, but are well organised 

and very enthusiastic. 

 

I am sure the first week has been a little hectic for you as 

you settle into old routines or even the new ones that 

may pop up with your child moving into a new 

classroom setting. Please be gentle on yourself over the 

next week or so until these all fall into place. As always, 

if you have any issues please make sure you make an  

 

appointment and see your child’s teacher as they are 

willing and eager to help. I am more than happy to 

discuss classroom/playground issues that occur from 

time to time however; your child’s classroom teacher 

should always be your first port of call. 

 

Staff Professional Learning: On Monday and 

Tuesday of this week the staff of St. Thomas’ were 

involved in professional learning. One of the areas we 

spent considerable time looking at was child safety, in 

particular the Catholic Education of Western Australia’s 

(CEWA) new Child Safety Framework. The aim of 

the CEWA Child Safe Framework is to enable all 

Catholic schools and care centres to create environments 

where children and young people are safe and 

empowered. Ultimately, the framework aspires to 

support CEWA leaders to create the best and safest 

school environments possible. The CEWA Child Safe 

Framework will ensure CEWA meets and exceeds all 

regulatory obligations and standards. The key concepts 

underpinning the Frame work are: Situational Prevention 

and Extended Guardianship. This will be explained in 

more detail once the framework has been officially 

released later this term. However, please be aware that 

the staff of St. Thomas’ take the safety of each and every 

child at our school as our key priority. 

Beginnings 
Lord Jesus, You are with us as we commence our year’s work. 

Help us to understand our importance in educating our children. 

And bless this partnership between teachers and parents.  

Guide us in our decisions. 

And open our hearts in friendship to each other.  

May we show care to those who are most in need.  

May we be welcoming, especially to those who are new amongst us. 

And may our union result in many benefits for the children  

on whose behalf we gather. 

Amen 



From the Principals Desk cont ... 

Parent/Teacher Evening (Pre-Primary—Year 6): On 

Tuesday 6 February, we will be conducting our annual 

Class Information Evening. The Parent/Teacher Evening 

will then commence with a Whole School Briefing in the 

school hall commencing at 6.30pm, where we will begin 

with a prayer and have a short address regarding our 

whole school focus for 2018. Then parents will be invited 

to move to their child’s class to hear the teacher’s 

expectations for the year. Each class teacher will run two 

sessions so that parents are able to attend as many of their 

children’s rooms as possible. This is an important 

opportunity to find out a little about the expectations and 

operations of your child's class therefore, your attendance 

is encouraged and very much appreciated. 

 

P&F Sundowner: Next, Fr iday 9 February, the P&F 

will be holding our annual Sundowner. This event will 

begin at 6.00pm and conclude at 10.00pm. This is a 

fantastic way for our school to come together as a 

community and welcome new families. As we know 

community doesn't just happen and that it is something 

we must work together to develop. I would like to thank 

the P&F Committee for organising the event and look 

forward to seeing you there. 

 

P&F Meeting: Please note that the fir st P&F Meeting 

of the year will take place on Monday 12 February in the 

school library at 9.00am. It's always great to see some 

new faces. So please come along and join in the planning 

for the year ahead and invite other parents to come along 

with you. 

 

Ash Wednesday Mass: Our  first whole school mass of 

the year will take place on Wednesday 14 February and 

will coincide with Ash Wednesday Mass. Father Wayne 

will be distributing ashes to everyone in attendance. The 

Lenten Season is a time of preparation and penance in the 

40 days prior to Easter. The children during their religion 

lessons will not only discuss what Lent is about but will 

also look at ways they can be involved in the Lenten 

season such as giving up something i.e. lollies, chocolate, 

etc or giving something of themselves i.e. helping around 

the house or donating to Project Compassion. All parents 

are invited to attend this important Mass. 

 

Maintenance: Dur ing the holidays, maintenance work 

was carried out on both playgrounds. Painting was also 

completed both inside the school buildings as well as on 

outside walls and we also had the addition of solar panels 

on the school roof. 

Installation of Solar Panels “Look up, is it a bird, or a 

plane? No it’s Solar Panels! 

Thanks to the generosity of the St Thomas P&F, we have 

installed a 21.56kw Solar system for the school. The solar 

system, funded by donations of the school parents, will 

significantly reduce the school’s power bills by over 35%, 

or $5,000 per year, and will pay for itself in just over 4 

years. 

 

At peak production, the solar system will provide over 

90% of the school’s power needs. The solar PV system 

boasts an annual production of over 37,000kWh, which 

will not only offset a significant proportion of the 

School’s electricity usage, but also protect St Thomas 

Primary School against future energy price rises. 

 

The system is comprised of: - 56 x SunPower 385W 

Panels - 1 x Fronius 17.5kW inverter - Integrated solar 

and grid monitoring.  

 

St Thomas Primary School’s total annual emission 

savings is estimated to be 26 tonnes, or the equivalent of 

planting 95 trees. Did you know that over 40% of Perth’s 

household’s now have solar power? Think about all the 

CO2 emissions that is saving. 

 

The installation of solar will also enhance the School’s 

educational resources, with real time monitoring of power 

use and efficiency savings available to view for all staff 

and students. This will enable the students to look, in real 

time, how much solar power they are producing, how 

much power the school uses from the grid and also 

monitor the impact of power saving activities such as the 

use of lights and air-conditioning. 

 

Thanks once again to the parents of St Thomas Primary 

School for their generous donation!” 

 

John Prichard School Board Maintenance Committee 

 

Staffing: Due to an injury sustained towards the end 

of last year Mrs. Richardson has spent most of the 

holidays on crutches. She is still not well enough to attend 

work so Mrs. Jeanette Koong will be in the Kindy 

classroom on Wednesday and Thursday for the next few 

weeks until Mrs. Richardson’s return. We wish Mrs. 

Richardson all the very best as she recovers. 

 

With regards and best wishes 
 

Justin Tuohy 
  Principal 

Any family wishing to apply for fee relief using a Health Care Card must bring their card into 

the school office and complete necessary paperwork on or before FRIDAY 09 FEBRUARY.  

Thank you 
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Senate Street            

Just a friendly reminder before & after school all drivers are asked to use College Road 
from one direction only ie:  approaching from Warden Street.  This facilitates a 
continuous flow of turning vehicles from College Road into the set pick up/set down 
area.  Children both leave and board vehicles from the left side doors near the paved or 
undercover areas and drivers can then proceed through the exit gates, turn left into 
college Road and proceed towards Melville Street.  Traffic flow therefore moves safely in 
an anti-clockwise direction around the school at these peak times. Children in Pre Kindy, 
Kindy & Pre Primary must be taken and collected from their classroom. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

As advised late last year we have been notified from CDF and NAB bank 
that from 1 January 2018, there has been changes to our old BPAY Biller 
code of 79954.   
 

Our new Biller Code is:  280396 Your Reference number remains 

unchanged.  
 
The centralised BPAY facility will remain open until 31 March 2018 to 
allow families enough time for payments to be processed successfully. 
After this date the old BPAY facility ID will be closed and any payments 
not using the correct Biller code will be returned to parents. 
 
Please ensure you update your records to avoid any confusion. 
 

Leanne Hancock 
Finance Officer 



Back to School Hints 

 

 

 

The transition back to school affects not only children but also their families. Family 

routines will change and many parents re-focus on work as they watch hopefully, but often 

with anxiety, to see how their children will fare. If children do well, we parents relax and 

share in the excitement and feelings of success. If the transition is difficult it can cause us 

worries. Nonetheless, the start of the school year offers parents opportunities both to 

smooth their children’s immediate adjustment and to help build patterns of coping with 

transitions that will last a life-time. Parents can help their children with the school year 

transition through considering the following points: 

1. Communicate. The most important tool for easing the back-to-school transition and 

helping children manage their stress is communication. Keeping an open channel of parent-

child communication is key. Children should feel free to talk about their hopes and their 

disappointments, their successes and failures, their joys and their anxieties, all with the 

confidence that their parents can handle whatever they hear and will respond without undue 

judgement or reproach. Accept whatever your children are feeling and then move on to 

helping them learn how to cope. Remember also that such communication should not be a 

one-time event, but rather on ongoing conversation. 

2. Encourage responsibility:  Buy them a small whiteboard for their bedroom with their 

timetable laid out and a list of what they will need to bring every day. Encourage them to 

pack/ unpack their own bags and organise themselves for school. 

3. Have a regular bedtime routine:  To function at their optimum children need at least 10 

hours of sleep at night. As an adult, we know how cranky we get when we are tired, and so 

do our children. Encourage no screen time in the hour before bed and quiet reading. 

4. Normalise:  When Appropriate. The beginnings of new experiences are often hard, at 

school, at work, in relationships, and in community activities. It is normal for children to 

have fears and it is normal for transitions to be rough. Letting our children know that this is 

so and that we have faith in their ability to cope is a good foundation for subsequent action. 

5. Coping Rather than Protection! Many parents understandably have the desire to solve 

their children’s problems, to make it all better. However, this does not take full advantage 

of the opportunity that helping with school transitions offers. It is better to have a 

conversation with our children about how they can cope, how they can manage the 

academic challenges and the social strains, than to take care of these issues ourselves. 

Coaching our children on how to cope will bring benefits that last far longer than solving 

their problems for them. 

CURRICULM CORNER 

Nicky Sullivan 



Parents are one of the biggest factors in student success. 
Kids of all sizes and ages should be read to--and if they're 
too "cool" for that, read the same book and talk about it!  

 

 
Our sincere condolences to Anton, Aurelia 

and family on the sad passing of their 

beloved Aunt over the holidays.  Please join 

us keeping the family in your prayers. 

If you have moved house changed email addresses, mobile, home or work 
telephone numbers over the break, please ensure you notify the office at 
your earliest convenience.  Have any of these changes affected the people 

you have as your emergency contact details? If so, we will need these 
updated also.  Many thanks.  Administration 

 

 

Canteen 

 

Welcome back to the 2018 

school year.   

Please ensure you update your 

child’s class for canteen orders. 

New families if you wish your 

child to receive canteen please 

register them.  Details on how 

to do this are available on our 

website: 

https://stthomas.wa.edu.au/our

-community/parents-and-

friends 

Canteen operates Monday’s & 

Fridays only. 

 



Extend After School Care at St Thomas’  

Primary School 

Welcome back to school! The holidays have flown by and we 

are excited to get back into the fun of before & after school 

care. A big warm welcome to all the new families joining St 

Thomas Primary for 2018; we hope to meet many of you in the 

coming weeks. 

To kick off the new term we have been doing fun games and activities to learn more about 

each other, including what our favourite games and foods are so we can work on 

incorporating these into our program. 

We have also been busy making cubbies, hats, playing Lego and fun outdoor games 

including bus stop charades and red light green light. Stay tuned for more info about our 

upcoming activities for Term 1! 

If you have any queries about our school care service we invite you pop in and say hello 

during one of our sessions. This is a great way to introduce your child to our educators and 

to what’s available to play with! 

We hope you have a great week! 

Liezel, Service Coordinator and the Extend Team 

Our Extend Superstars are: 

Miguel Kerber Araujo for being polite and for being obedient 

Emily Placencia Herrera for being polite and for being a great helper 

 

What’s on next week? 

Monday 05 February—Blow Painting 

Tuesday 06 February—Paper hand Puppet making 

Wednesday 07 February—Banana cupcake 

Thursday 08 February—Bracelet and Necklace Making 

Friday 09 February—Tag Games 

PARENT PORTAL:extend.com.au 



 

 

 

 

Term Dates for 2018: 

Term 1: Wednesday 31 January to Friday 13 April 

Term 2: Monday 30 April to Friday 29 June 

Term 3: Monday 16 July to Friday 21 September 

Term 4: Monday 8 October to Friday 7 December (students) TBC 

Friday 14 December (staff) 

 

In 2018, the following days will be taken by staff as Professional Learning Days: 

Tuesday 6 March – Religious Education 

Monday 30 April – Aboriginal Education 

Monday 16 July – Regional 

Friday 17 August – TBA 

Monday 8 October – Catholic Day 

 

Public Holiday during term time for 2018: 

Labor Day: Monday 5 March 

Easter: Friday 30 March, Monday 2 April, Tuesday 3 April 

WA Day: Monday 4 June 

 

Term Planners will be updated every Thursday on the home page of St Thomas’ 
website. 




